
RAYMOND C. RICHER ELEMENTARY SCHOOL ISSUE 1  
 

 

  

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

We’re off and running! Richer School is promising to 
have a great school year. Our enrollment has increased, 
our faculty has grown, and some of our procedures have 
changed. We are evolving and I’m proud of our faculty 
and students. Please stay connected to our school as 
this year progresses. I am hoping to see a continued 
solid turn out from all our families at our events. I am 
hoping that more parents will join our PTO. I’m hoping 
that you are proud to have your son or daughter attend 
Richer. 

We are using our new twitter account to try to spread 
the word. Please be sure to join. The district app is also a 
must for your smartphone. Visit our website for 
instructions on how to download the mobile app. We 
will be offering a lot in the form of outreach and cultural 
arts events this year. I am encouraging everyone to be 
involved. Thank you for your support of our school. 

Dr. Skaza 

@Richer_SchoolMA 

¡Hemos comenzado y en la escuela Richer estamos listos 
para despegar un año exitoso! Nuestra cantidad de 
inscripciones ha aumentado, la cantidad de nuestro 
personal ha aumentado, y algunos de nuestros 
procedimientos han cambiado. Estamos creciendo y estoy 
orgulloso de nuestros profesores y estudiantes. Por favor, 
manténganse informados de los acontecimientos de la 
escuela durante el año. Estoy esperando ver más familias 
en nuestros eventos. Espero que más padres se unan a 
nuestro PTO (Organización de padres y maestros). Espero 
que estén orgullosos de que su hijo o hija asista a Richer. 

Estamos usando nuestra nueva cuenta de twitter para 
anunciar noticias. Por favor, asegúrese de bajar la 
aplicación del distrito a su teléfono. Estaremos ofreciendo 
diferentes programas en forma de actividades y eventos 
culturales de arte este año. Estoy animando a todos que se 
involucren. Gracias por su apoyo a nuestra escuela. 

Dr. Skaza 
@Richer_SchoolMA 

Nós começamos e já estamos deslanchando! Escola A Richer School está prometendo ter um grande ano escolar. 
Nossa quantidade de matrículas aumentaram, nosso corpo docente tem crescido, e alguns dos nossos procedimentos 
foram alterados. Nós estamos evoluindo e estou orgulhoso de nossos professores e alunos. Por favor, estejam 
conectados à nossa escola no decorrer deste ano. Minha esperança é ver um crescimento contínuo e sólido e que 
nossas famílias participem dos nossos eventos. Espero que os pais juntem-se ao nosso PTO. Espero que você esteja 
orgulhoso de ter seu filho ou filha estudando na Richer. 

Estamos usando nosso novo Twitter para tentar divulgar nossas notícias. Por favor, certifique-se em participar. O 
aplicativo do distrito também é uma ferramenta importante para o seu smartphone. Nós estaremos oferecendo várias 
formas de divulgação e eventos culturais de artes este ano. Eu estou incentivando todos a participarem. Obrigado pelo 
seu apoio a nossa escola. 

Dr. Skaza                                                                                                                                                                              @Richer_SchoolMA 
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As an adjustment counselor, I support children’s learning and social emotional development.  Frequently 
children’s academic performance and enjoyment of learning can be enhanced by participation in a short 
term, small group counseling.   I address issues pertaining to improving social skills, self-esteem, 
developing friendships, coping with loss, anxiety and anger management. These sessions occur on a 
small group setting and at times “as needed basis.” I work closely with staff at the school to identify the 
students who may need my involvement. 
 
I also support our teachers as a member of the Student Support Team.  A child may need behavioral 
strategies in order to support his or her learning and I work closely with the teacher to help develop these 
strategies. In addition, I support parents and caretakers by providing them with outside community 
referrals for mental health service providers who work with children and families.  Parent contacts are 
most welcomed, please feel free to call me (508) 460 3504 extension 5. 
  
 

Counselor’s Corner 
by Karen Rivera, School Adjustment Counselor 

I would like to take this opportunity to inform you of Richer School’s new dismissal procedure that will 
start Monday, October 16th.  

We have two scheduled practice runs, on Thursday, October 12th 10:00 a.m. and Friday, October 13th 2:00 
p.m.  

Students will be ready for dismissal no later than 3:00pm, and individual grades/ buses will begin to get 
called at 3:02pm. Once grades and buses are called, Richer School teachers will monitor students traveling 
the hallways to ensure safe walking and to remind students of the expected voice level (whisper).  

At 3:00pm Paraeducators and any staff members with an afternoon duty will be at their duty locations, 
awaiting their bus lines. Once buses are called, the line monitors will escort their bus lines to the bus 
loaders. Bus loaders will then walk their designated bus line to the bus and load them safely.  

 

Due to the shift in our dismissal procedure, we ask that all parents and guardians arrive at their appropriate pick up locations 5 to 10 minutes 
earlier, as we predict bus departure /arrival to be earlier.  

We also ask that the parent/ guardian pick-up for car riders arrive no later than 3:05 p.m.  

Thank you  

 

Assistant Principal’s Post 
by Joseph Padilla 

Download the new Marlborough Public Schools MPS Connect Mobile App! 
 
This FREE app, which is available in both Apple and Android formats, offers fast access to 
MPS news and announcements, district and school calendars, lunch menus, social media, 
athletics, contact information, and more. 
 
The MPS Connect mobile app is especially powerful for MPS families. The app lets you select 
the schools you want to follow, receive district- and school-based announcements promptly, 
and more. Parents will be able to tailor the app to prioritize the information they want to 
receive. 
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What is a “Just Right” Book? 
 
 Your child will be reading many books this year.  A “just right” book is one that your child can read independently, 
and will help him or her grow as a reader.  It is neither too hard, nor too easy.  How do you know if the book your child is 
reading is “just right”?  Simply use the “five finger rule”.   

 When choosing a book to read, ask your child to open a book to any page and read it 
aloud.  While reading, he or she should count on one hand any unknown words in the text.  If 
there are five or more unknown words on a full page of text, or on 2-3 pages of a short 
picture book, the book is too hard.  It may also be too difficult if your child thinks the book is 
confusing and hard to understand on his or her own.  If your child reads all the words 
effortlessly, or with only 1 unknown word, the book may be too easy.  When the page 
contains 2 or 3 unknown words, that book is most likely “just right”. 

 When reading a “just right” book your child should: 

• Be interested in the topic 

• Read fairly fluently; not too robotic or choppy 

• Be able to tell you about what he or she has read. 

 Although your child will benefit from rereading familiar text that has become easy, to grow as a reader, he or she 
needs to read books that are “just right”.  If your child is adamant about reading a book that is too difficult, use it as a great 
opportunity to read together.  Reading aloud to your child is important at any grade. 

 

 

 

 
The Importance of Fact Fluency and How You Can Help! 

Math fact fluency is the ability to recall the answers to basic math facts automatically and without hesitation. Fact fluency 
is gained through significant practice, with mastery of basic math facts being a goal of both teachers and parents.  
Kindergarten students start subitizing, or recognizing groups of objects represent a certain amount as well as mastering all 
the facts 0-5.  First grade students begin using strategies of “counting on”, or “gorilla counting,” using doubles facts, 
doubles +1 or -1 up to 10.  Second grade students continue using these strategies up through 20 and start using 
compensation strategies (for example, 48+37, taking 2 from the 37 and adding it to the 48 to make a friendly number of 50, 
then adding the remaining 35.  These strategies roll into third and fourth grade as they also start tackling multiplication 
strategies that follow similar patterns.  Although the process may feel awkward and long-drawn-out, these strategies 
encourage students to build number sense and deep understanding of values of numbers in their lives.  Knowing math 
facts fluency is absolutely critical for student success in math. Often students struggle with more complex math concepts if 
they are not fluent in their math facts. 

One way to encourage your children to practice these strategies is to give them simple problems and ask them how they 
found the answer.  Challenge your child to explain multiple ways they found their answer.  You will be amazed at their 
thinking. 

 
 

ELA News 
by Lisa Richards, ELA Specialist 

Math News 
by Jaime Miller, Math Specialist 
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Grade Level Resources: 

Kindergarten: Make your own groups of objects with toys or anything you have around the 
house (Legos, dried pasta, m&ms, etc.) or roll 1 or 2 dice.  

First Grade: Using Ace-10 of a deck of cards, draw 2 cards and have your child add them 
using different strategies in their head and explain. 

Second Grade: Same as first grade, but make a 2-digit + 1-digit (34+8) or a 2-digit + 2-digit 
(56+32) problem for them to solve mentally and explain.  

(The cards show 43 + 79) 

Third Grade: Same as second grade for now, but as they learn multiplication, 
multiply and build arrays with the cards. 

Fourth Grade: Use cards Ace-10.  Draw two cards and ask your child to make 
friendly factors to multiply. (example, 6x7.  6 can be decomposed into 5 and 1, so 
(5x7)+(1x7), it is the distributive property, but your students understand it as 
decomposing. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
NOTES FROM THE OFFICE 
• If you have moved or have changed a phone number, 

please be sure to call the Richer School with that 
information.  

• If your child is going to be absent or in late, please be sure 
to leave his/her teacher a message before 8:15.  

• Notes regarding dismissals or changes in pickup should be 
sent in to your child’s teacher in the morning with your 
child.  

• Please note that for safety reasons, children are not 
allowed to switch buses.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Remember to get yourself and your child a FLU SHOT! 
Research shows the more people vaccinated the less Flu 
cases are reported!  The Flu Shot is important especially 
for kids and the elderly. 

When should you keep your child home sick? Here are 
some tips to help you: If your child's temperature is 100 
degrees or higher, keep your child at home and be sure 
they drink plenty of fluids. Do not send your child to 
school with a fever. A child should be fever-free for 24 
hours (without medicine) before returning to school. With 
diarrhea or vomiting, keep your child home until the 
illness is over, and your child is fully eating and drinking 
normally, this usually  takes 24 hours after the last 
episode (without medicine). Remember to call your 
child’s teacher to report any absence! 

Nurse’s Office News 
by Sue Volpe, School Nurse 

THIS MONTH IN OUR SCHOOL 

Tuesday, October 10 
Cultural Arts – Grade 1 Acton Discovery Museum 
 
Wednesday, October 11 
Cultural Arts – Grade 1 Acton Discovery Museum 
 
Wednesday, October 12 
PTO Meeting – 7 PM Cafetorium 
 
Friday, October 13 
Cultural Arts – Grade 4 Julie Berry 
 
Wednesday, October 18 
Community Reader Day  
 
Wednesday, October 19 
Early Release Day  
 
Thursday, October 26 
Book Fair begins 


